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Thought for the Week: "Monopolies and cartels are the natural forms
of capitalist economy in its higher stage of development. It is
{mpossible for an economy like America's to go back to the pre-
monopoly stage. The free enterprise system is the freedom of capital
to concentrate and centralise itself. We find in many circles of
the capitalist class keener appreciation of this problem in its
practical terms than we find in most of America's traditional
liberals at the present time."

- Earl Browder, American Communist leader during and after the
second World War.
No doubt David Rockefeller would endorse Comrade Browder's assess-
ment!

 

 

ANTI -LEAGUE CAMPAIGN INTENSIFIED: A major article on The League

of Rights, which appeared in the Bundaberg daily, "The Bundaberg
News-Mail" of August 26th, is typical of the spate of growing
attacks upon the League. Author of the article, Mr. Andrew
Stewart, is described as "The News-Mail's State Writer." It is a

classic example of the sloppy journalism now so prevalent. Mr.
Stewart repeats the old Doug Anthony smear about the League being

'pro-Nazi', an allegation which Mr. Anthony subsequently withdrew.
League supporters will be astounded to know that in Victoria the
League allegedly is partly responsible for turning electors
from the National Party to the Liberal Party. An unnamed spokesman

for the National Party is quoted as saying that the League is look-
ing for "respectability". "Tt has a disreputable and racialist
basis, but is trying to conceal this by an alliance with established
institutions, particularly at present with the Country Party". The

racial policy of the League is the same policy which, up until a

few years ago, was endorsed by both the Liberal and Country Parties.
Presumably they were also "disreputable". Liberal back-bench
Member Mr. Terry Gygar, who had the impudence to suggest that Mrs.
Florence Bjelke-Petersen should not give a Paper at the League's
recent Brisbane Seminar on "The Australian Family Under Attack"
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is quoted as saying that "It's unfortunate that a lot of genuine
people have become tied up with the League." It never seems to
occur to the Gygars that large numbers of responsible Australians
have turned their backs in disgust on the type of vile anti-League
smearing of which "The Bundaberg News-Mail" article is an example.

Mr. Andrew Stewart quotes an unnamed League of Rights member "of
several years", who "asked to remain anonymous for fear of retribu-
tion". This is one of the most hilarious allegations we have yet
read. As is the claim by the anonymous member that the appearance of
Mrs. Bjelke-Petersen at a Seminar sponsored jointly by The League
and The Queensland Housewives' Association, "will boost membership".
The League is a service organisation and membership is a privilege
and restricted to those prepared to accept personal responsibility
for the various activities of the League. People can freely choose
to avail themselves of any of the League's many services. The

Gygars come and go, the sloppy journalists churn out their f2ith,
but the League continues on. As the crisis gripping Civilisation
deepens, we anticipate that the ravings of the anti-League smearers
will continue.

SENATE ELECTIONS VITAL: Events over the past week have dented the
smug complacency of the Fraser Government. It is now obvious that
the Government is not going to have the easy run to the elections which
it confidently anticipated. There is increasing concern about what
might happen in the Senate elections, which are almost certainly going
to produce..an evenly divided Senate, one in which Mr. Fraser, if he

survives, might find himself in the same positim as Mr. Whitlam did.
The desperate attitude of the Liberal Party has been highlighted by
the open declaration that Tasmanian Independent Senator Brian
Harradine must go. Clearly it is feared that Mr. Harradine could be

one of those holding the balance of power in the next Senate. As

Senator Harradine has been a responsible Senator, with a record of
anti-Communism which more than matches the wrist-tapping of the
Fraser Government, it is revealing that the Liberals should be
attempting to defeat him. Mr. J.F. Cotter, National convenor of
interstate DLP groups, points out that the Liberal Party decision
could spell parliamentary disaster for a number of Liberal Members

in all States, and particularly in Hobart's marginal seats of Denison
and Franklin.

 

Never before has it been more imperative to ensure that the status of
the Senate, as a genuine House of Review, acting as a curb on the
Government, irrespective of label, be increased. We believe that
large numbers of Australians will grasp the fact that it is much

easier to make their vote count in the Senate elections than in the
House of Representatives. The Senate elections will be much more
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vital than elections for the House of Representatives. A massive
vote for Mrs. Florence Bjelke Petersen in Queensland could ensure that
one of Australia's best informed, and independently-minded Senators,
Senator Glen Sheil, survives. We have little doubt that the anti-
Flo, Bjelke~Petersen campaign is designed in part to attempt to defeat
Senator Sheil. 2

An evenly divided Senate would, assuming that Mr. Fraser survives as
Prime Minister, also strengthen the hand of those Government Senators
who have been striving to elect the{r own Senate leader and generally
to adopt a much more independent stance.

IMMIGRATION AN ELECTION ISSUE: The move of former Minister for
Immigration, Mr. M. Mackellar, was undoubtedly influenced by the grow-
ing campaign against non-European immigration being directed at Mr.
Mackellar. The appointment of Mr. McPhee, representing what is tradi-
tionally a "safe" Liberal electorate, resulted in a much lower-key
approach to the Immigration issue. We are informed that, aided by the
media, both the Government and Opposition have tacitly agreed to "play
down" the immigration issue. Whichever party wins the Federal Elec-
tions, it can then be claimed that the electors have endorsed a policy
of non-European immigration which, in fact, is opposed by the over- ~~
whelming majority of Australians. However, as with all issues, there
is always the unrehearsed event which gains publicity. Mr. Gerald
O'Neil, of Perth, has put the immigration issue on the front pages by
boldly putting up a sign stating that his house is for sale to Austra-
lians but not to Asians. Mr.-O'Neil does not sound like a man who can
be easily intimidated by Mr. Al Grassby, stating that he does not care
what Mr. Grassby has to say. "Grassby and the politicians are the
ones fillng this country up with Asians that the rest of us do not want"
he says. Mr. O'Neil says that he has had a flood of telephone calls
backing his stand. "Most people say that it is what they always
wanted to do themselves but never had the guts".

Prosecution of Mr. O'Neil could prove most embarrassing for the
Government as it prepares for an election during which it hopes immi-
gration will not be mentioned. If Mr. O'Neil's bold action contributes
towards ensuring that immigration is a major election issue, it will be

another encouraging demonstration of the power of individual initiative.

 

BRIEF COMMENTS: At this week's conference of Commonwealth leaders
in Delhi, Mr. Fraser is the guest of the pro-Soviet Government of Mrs.
Gandhi. There will be the usual criticism of "racism" and South
Africa's policy of apartheid - separate development. But Mr. Fraser
will make no reference to India's iniquitous caste system under which
people born into the lowly status of night soil removers are not
permitted to carry out amy other work. They are born into, and live
in, and marry in that caste. The function of this caste has been
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extended with daughters of the caste being designated by Brahmin
priests to become members of the Devdasi cult, that is prostitutes.

* * * *

Not even the media has been able to disguise the fact that currently
there is a world glut of crude oil. The spot market for oil has
witnessedmme reductions in prices. Now comes the news that a new
oil field on the Grand Banks, off Canada's East coast, might be among

the biggest finds in recent years. Gulf Canada Resources Inc. states
that the field could match the Alaskan Pruhhoe Bay field, which provides
11 per cent of the U.S.A.'s oil. From Indonesia comes the report
that oil reserves of nearly 40 million barrels and about 15 billion
cubic feet of natural gas had been discovered in Indonesia this year.
But still the propaganda claims that there is a world-wide "energy
crisis" and that oil producing nations like Australia must be savagely
taxed on their own oil.

* * * *

As part of the Fraser Government's attempt to elevate defence into a

major election issue, Defence Minister Killen gained the headlines
with a warning about the build up in Soviet naval strength - a
development we have been reporting for years. But the same Fraser
Government which warns about the Soviet,now proposes to establish
repair facilities, including a floating dock, in Hobart for use by
Soviet fishing vessels. A report last week stated that the Soviet had
threatened toartail its expanding import of Australian exports unless
the joint Australia-Soviet fishing venture went ahead. If the Hobart
venture goes ahead, the Soviet will be able to maintain a permanent
Soviet naval presence in Australian waters. We presume that Defence
Minister Killen knows that the Soviet uses both fishing and maritime
fleets as part of its long-term naval strategy. Acceptance of
orthodox financial rules, which result in growing pressure to gain a
"favourable balance of trade", makes a mockery of the Fraser Govern-
ment's anti-Soviet comments.

PAY YOUR SUBS. AND GET READY FOR ACTION: The League is "clearing the
decks" for the most ambitious programmes in its long history.
Supporters can, for a start, make a vital contribution by paying their
subscriptions immediately. The inflation we have predicted and war-
ned about over the years, has increased postal and other financial
costs to the point where we must have the co-operation of all
supporters. Pay outstanding subscriptions NOW, and when you receive
your notice, please pay IMMEDIATELY.
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